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REGIONAL SPECIALISED METEOROLOGICAL CENTRE -TROPICAL CYCLONES, NEW DELHI 

TROPICAL WEATHER OUTLOOK  

 

DEMS-RSMC TROPICAL CYCLONES NEW DELHI DATED 17.08.2026 

TROPICAL WEATHER OUTLOOK FOR THE NORTH INDIAN OCEAN (THE BAY OF BENGAL AND 
THE ARABIAN SEA) VALID FOR THE NEXT 168 HOURS ISSUED AT 0800 UTC OF 17.08.2026 
BASED ON 0600 UTC OF 17.08.2026. 
 

Sub: Depression over coastal West Bengal and adjoining areas of Bangladesh & 
northwest Bay of Bengal 
 
Depression over northwest Bay of Bengal & adjoining West Bengal-north Odisha coasts moved slowly 
north-northwestwards with a speed of 6 kmph during past 6 hours and lay centred at 0600 UTC of today, 
the 17th August, 2026, over the same region near latitude 22.7°N and longitude 88.2°E, about 30 km 
west-northwest of Kolkata (42809, West Bengal), 70 km south-southeast of Burdwan (42709, West 
Bengal), 90 km west of Satkhira (41946, Bangladesh), 140 km east-southeast of Bankura (42706, West 
Bengal) and 190 km northeast of Baleshwar (42895, Odisha). 
 
It is very likely to move initially north-northwestwards and then northwestwards across Gangetic West 
Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar during next 24 hours. 
 
As per INSAT 3D(S), intense convective cloud mass lay to the south and southeast of system centre. 
Associated scattered to broken low and medium clouds with embedded intense to very intense convection 
lay over South Gangetic West Bengal, north Bay of Bengal, South Bangladesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 
East Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh. Minimum cloud top temperature is MINUS 70-900 C. 
 
The estimated central pressure is 996 hPa and associated maximum sustained wind speed is 25 kt 
gusting to 35 kt. Sea condition is rough to very rough over North Bay of Bengal and along & off 
Bangladesh, West Bengal, Odisha and North Andhra Pradesh coasts during next 2 days and improve 
gradually thereafter. 
 
Kolkata Dum Dum (42799, West Bengal) reported mean sea level pressure (MSLP) as 997.9 hPa, 
pressure change in past 24 hours (P24) as -2.8 hPa. Kolkata Alipore (42807, West Bengal) reported 
MSLP as 998.4 hPa.  

 

REMARKS:    
Madden Julian Oscillation index is in phase 6 with amplitude more than 1. It is predicted to continue in 
same phase with a decreasing trend in amplitude during next 8-10 days. The guidance from NCICS model 
indicates westerly wind anomaly (3-5 mps) along with prevalence of Equatorial Rossby wave (ERW) and 
Low frequency background wave (LW) over central & adjoining North  BoB and central India with weak 
easterly wind anomaly (1-3 mps) over eastern parts of India & Bangladesh on 17th August. The low-level 
vorticity is about 70-80 X 10-6 s-1 over coastal areas of Bangladesh, West Bengal, & adjoining Odisha. 
Vertically, it is extending up to 500 hPa level, tilting southwestwards with height. The low-level convergence 
has increased and is around 20 X10-6 s-1 over North Bay of Bengal. Upper-level divergence has increased 
and is around 20 X10-6 s-1 over southeast Bangladesh. Vertical wind shear of horizontal wind is moderate 
(15-20 kt) over the system area and along the expected path. Currently the system is in a favourable 
environment.  
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The various NWP models are indicating the system to move initially north-northwestwards across Gangetic 
West Bengal & Jharkhand followed by west-northwestwards movement towards East Uttar Pradesh.  
However, there is variation among various models wrt intensity. ECMWF is indicating depression at 0000 
UTC of 17th August, while GFS group is intensifying into a depression around 1200 UTC of 17th August. 
Thereafter, there is consensus wrt weakening around 18/ 1200 UTC over Jharkhand.  
 
Based on the observations and guidance from various numerical models: 
Confidence Level in estimation of current location and intensity: High 
Confidence Level in prediction of forecast track: High 
Confidence Level in prediction of forecast intensity: High 
 

Considering all the above, depression over coastal West Bengal and adjoining areas of Bangladesh & 
northwest Bay of Bengal is very likely to move initially north-northwestwards and then northwestwards 

across Gangetic West Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar during next 24 hours. 
 
 

(Monica Sharma) 
           Scientist-E 

RSMC New Delhi 
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OBSERVED AND FORECAST TRACK OF DEPRESSION OVER 
COASTAL WEST BENGAL AND ADJOINING AREAS OF BANGLADESH 
& NORTHWEST BAY OF BENGAL BASED ON 0600 UTC (1130 Hrs. IST) 
OF 17TH AUGUST 2026 
 

Forecast 

Date and Time 

(UTC)
Kolkata Burdwan Satkhira Bankura Baleshwar

17.08.26/0600 30, WNW 70, SSE 90, W 140, ESE 190, NE

DISTANCE (KM) AND DIRECTION FROM STATIONS
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24 hours Outlook for the Flash Flood Risk 
(FFR) till 0530 IST of 18-08-2026 : 
 
Low to Moderate flash flood risk likely over few 
watersheds & neighbourhoods of following Met 
Sub-divisions during next 24 hours.  
 
Chhattisgarh - Bilaspur, Jashpur, Kabirdham, 
Korba, Koriya, Mungeli, Surajpur and Surguja 
districts. 
Odisha - Balangir, Balasore, Bargarh, 
Keonjhargarh, Mayurbhanj and Sundargarh 
districts. 
Gangetic West Bengal - Bankura, East 
Midnapore, Howrah, Jhargram, Purulia, South 24 
Parganas and West Midnapore districts. 
Jharkhand - Bokaro, East Singhbhum, Garhwa, 
Giridih, Gumla, Khunti, Lohardaga, Palamu, 
Ranchi, Seraikela-Kharsawan, Simdega and West 
Singhbhum districts. 
 
Surface runoff/ Inundation may occur at some 
fully saturated soils & low-lying areas over Area of 
Concern (AoC) as shown in map due to expected 
rainfall occurrence in next 24 hours. 
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